
In Charlotte’s time, it was illegal for women to vote. Do you 
think it was right for Charlotte to break the law by voting 
in the presidential election? Why or why not? Is there ever 
a time when breaking the law is justified? Provide at least 
three reasons to defend your opinions.
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Atom B.-B.
Charlotte Parkhurst was one of the strongest women 
of her time. Charlotte lived around the time of the 
California gold rush, during the wild west. She was an 
orphan and ran away  at a young age disguised as a boy. 
Her trick worked out for her so well that she decided 
to keep being disguised as a man. I do think that it was 
right for Charlotte to break the law because it was a bad 
law. The law was that women were not allowed to vote. 
The reason why she got to vote was because she was still 
disguised as a man. First of all, women work just as hard 
as men. Second of all, every human being has the right 
of freedom that was granted to humanity by God. If you 
cannot vote you are not free. 

Jake M.
Charlotte Parkhurst was a woman pioneer. She was 
born during 1812 in  Sharon, Vermont. She was a 
really successful stagecoach driver. After she died, we 
discovered her secret, she was a girl. She outwitted a 
dangerous bandit group. She was also the first woman to 
vote (illegally) in the presidential election disguised as a 
man. My opinion on Charlotte is that it was right to vote 
in the presidential election. I think that because a woman 
should not be treated differently than a man. She thought 
that she should be able to do whatever she wants. Even 
though she was pretending to be a man, it was right. 
There is a time when doing the right thing might mean 
breaking a rule. For example: If a law is wrong (like back 
when MLK was around) and it is getting very very bad, 
I think it is okay to stand up for what you believe in. 
Sometimes, when people are fighting for what is right, 
small rules get broken, but hopefully it is so that new and 
better rules get made. 

Isla S.
Charlotte Parkhurst was a woman during the gold rush 
era. She disguised herself as a man and became one of 

the best stage coach drivers in California. The reason she 
disguised herself as a man was because she knew that she 
would not be accepted in society as a female stagecoach 
driver. Because she disguised herself as a man, she could 
own land, and that meant that she could vote in the 
presidential election. I think that this was the right thing 
to do. I am not oblivious to the fact that she broke the 
law and yes that was wrong but she did it for the right 
reasons. Some people think that this was a selfish act 
because she was able to do something that other women 
still could not. I think that this was the opposite. If she 
set up a protest with other women, this may not have 
been as effective. Parkurst played a big role in society’s 
realization that women are just as good men are. To me, 
that is more important than breaking an insignificant law.

Emory T. 
Charlotte Parkhurst was a woman in the Gold Rush. 
She disguised herself as a man and became one of the 
most famous stage coach drivers in the history of the 
gold rush. I think it was right for her to break the law by 
voting in the presidential election. I think this because 
standing up for what you believe in is very important. 
Yes, she broke a law, but laws were, and still aren’t always 
fair. Being a woman was very hard in the 1800’s. They 
had to cook, clean, and sew, and didn’t even have a SAY 
in who governed their area, state, or country. Women 
were the backbone of the community and the men were 
too blind to see it. When Charlie was disguised as a man, 
her life was much easier. She had more job opportunities, 
and was finally able to feel free. When she died, the 
country saw that women were just as capable of greatness 
as men. Although there is never a time when breaking 
the law is right, that doesn’t mean it shouldn’t be done. 
If nobody made mistakes, we would never learn. So, 
when men realized that treating women as lesser beings 
and not allowing them to vote was wrong, they caught 
their mistake, and if Charlie hadn’t made that “mistake,” 
women wouldn’t be allowed to vote.


