
SUMMER
READING

SUGGESTIONSSummertime is a great time to 
kick back and take it easy with a 
good book.  In this pamphlet you 

will find some wonderful book 
suggestions from students and  

librarians for some good summer 
reading.  Each title has a short 
annotation to help you choose 
your summer book selections.  
Enjoy your summer, enjoy your 

books!

1) Read!
2) List each book’s title, author, and genre 

on your reading log.
3) Choose one book from your list that you 

would like to share with Mr. Jacobson 
at the book club meeting in the fall. 
Highlight that book on your form, and 
make sure to bring your chosen book 
when you come to the book club!

4) Return your list to your teacher the first 
week of school.

5) You can celebrate with Mr. Jacobson by 
briefly sharing your book with the whole 
reading club, receiving a certificate of 
completion, and enjoying a party in the 
library courtyard.

HOW TO JOIN
MR. JACOBSON’S BOOK CLUB

If you have any questions please email 
Mrs. Levin at 

jlevin@laurenceschool.com.

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER! Grades 4-6



LAURENCE SCHOOL

SUMMER READING SUGGESTIONS
Aru Shah and the End of 
Time / Chokshi, Roshani
ISBN 978-1368012355
While Aru’s classmates are 
jetting off to family vacations 
in exotic locales, she’ll be 
spending her autumn break 
at home, in the Museum 
of Ancient Indian Art and 
Culture, waiting for her mom 
to return from her latest 
archeologic trip. Is it any 
wonder that Aru makes up 
stories about being royalty, 
traveling to Paris, and 
having a chauffeur?

Amina’s Voice / Khan, 
Hena
ISBN 978-1481492065
A Pakistani-American 
Muslim girl struggles to stay 
true to her family’s vibrant 
culture while simultaneously 
blending in at school 
after tragedy strikes her 
community.

Beyond the Bright Sea / 
Wolk, Lauren
ISBN 978-1101994856
Crow has always been 
curious about the world 
around her, but it isn’t until 
the night a mysterious fire 
appears across the water 
that the unspoken question 
of her own history forms 
in her heart. Soon, an 
unstoppable chain of events 
is triggered, leading Crow 
down a path of discovery 
and danger. 

Boy /Murdock, Catherine
ISBN 978-0062686206
This is a medieval tale that 
blends historical fiction with 
magical realism.

Braced / Gerber, Alyson
ISBN 978-0545902144
Rachel Brooks is excited for 
the new school year. She’s 
finally earned a place as a 
forward on her soccer team, 
and she’s popular. However, 
after one last appointment 
with her scoliosis doctor, she 
discovers her new school 
year won’t be anything like 
what she thought.

Endling: Book 1 The Last / 
Applegate, Katherine
ISBN 978-0062335524
Byx is believed to possess 
remarkable abilities. Her 
mythical doglike species 
has been hunted to near 
extinction in the war-torn 
kingdom of Nedarra. After 
her pack is hunted down and 
killed, Byx fears she may be 
the last of her species: The 
Endling. 

Hello, Universe / Kelly, 
Erin Entrada
ISBN 978-0062414151
Told from four intertwining 
points of view—two boys 
and two girls—the novel 
celebrates bravery, being 
different, and finding your 
inner bayani (hero). Winner 
of  the 2018 Newbery Medal.

Hidden Figures (Young 
Reader’s Edition) / 
Shetterly, Margot Lee
ISBN 978-0062662378
The powerful story of four 
African-American female 
mathematicians at NASA 
who helped achieve some of 
the greatest moments in our 
space program. 

House of Secrets / 
Columbus, Chris
ISBN 978-0062192479
Siblings Brendan, Eleanor, 
and Cordelia Walker once 
had everything they could 
ever want. But everything 
changed when Dr. Walker 
lost his job. Now the family 
must relocate to an old 
Victorian house—a house 
that simultaneously feels 
creepy and too good to be 
true.

The Vanderbeekers of 
141st Avenue / Glaser, 
Karina Yan
ISBN 978-0544876392
The Vanderbeekers 
have always lived in the 
brownstone on 141st Street. 
It’s practically another 
member of the family. 
So when their reclusive, 
curmudgeonly landlord 
decides not to renew their 
lease, the five siblings do 
whatever it takes to stay in 
their beloved home.

Orphan Island / Snyder, 
Laurel
ISBN 978-0062443410
A unique and compelling 
story about nine children 
who live with no adults on a 
mysterious island. Anyone 
who has ever been scared 
of leaving their family will 
love this book.

The Parker Inheritance / 
Johnson, Varian
ISBN 978-0545946179
When Candice finds her 
grandmother’s letter in an 
old attic in Lambert, South 
Carolina, she isn’t sure she 
should read it. But the letter 
describes an injustice that 
happened decades ago. 

Rebound / Alexander, 
Kwame
ISBN 978-0544868137
In this prequel to Newbery 
Medal winner The 
Crossover, Chuck Bell takes 
center stage, as readers get 
a glimpse of his childhood 
and how he became the jazz 
music worshiping, basketball 
star his sons look up to.   

See You in the Cosmos / 
Cheng, Jack
ISBN 978-0399186370
11-year-old Alex Petroski 
loves space and rockets, 
his mom, his brother, and 
his dog, Carl Sagen. All he 
wants is to launch his golden 
iPod into space to show 
other lifeforms what life on 
earth, his earth, is like. 

The Someday Birds / Pla, 
Sally J.
ISBN 978-0062445766
When his father, a war 
correspondent, heads from 
California to Virginia for 
medical treatment, Charlie 
reluctantly travels cross-
country with his boy-crazy 
sister, unruly brothers, and 
a mysterious new family 
friend. 

The Night Diary / 
Hiranandani, Veera
ISBN 978-0735228511
It’s 1947, and India, newly 
independent of British rule, 
has been separated into 
two countries: Pakistan and 
India. The divide has created 
much tension.  Half-Muslim, 
half-Hindu, twelve-year-old 
Nisha doesn’t know where 
she belongs, or what her 
country is anymore. 

The War I Finally Won / 
Brubaker, Kimberly
ISBN 978-0525429203
When Ada’s clubfoot is 
surgically fixed at last, 
she knows for certain that 
she’s not what her mother 
said she was—damaged, 
deranged, crippled mentally 
as well as physically. She’s 
not a daughter anymore, 
either. Who is she now? 

The Song of Seven / Dragt, 
Tonke
ISBN 978-1782691426
Seven paths, seven 
unlikely friends, and one 
extraordinary adventure 
featuring magicians, secret 
passages, conspiracies, and 
hidden treasures. 

Waste of Space (Moon 
Base Alpha) / Gibbs, 
Stuart
ISBN 978-1481477796
Tensions are running high 
when multi-billionaire Lars 
Sjoburg is poisoned and 
demands to go home. 
Everyone is looking to Dash 
Gibson to solve the case.

Wishtree / Applegate, 
Katherine
ISBN 978-1250043221
Red is the neighborhood 
“wishtree”―people write 
their wishes on pieces 
of cloth and tie them to 
Red’s branches. This 
wishtree watches over the 
neighborhood. Until a new 
family moves in.

You Go First / Kelly, Erin 
Entrada
ISBN 978-0062414182
Over the course of a week, 
Charlotte and Ben—online 
friends connected only 
by a Scrabble game—will 
intersect in unexpected 
ways, as they struggle 
to navigate the turmoil of 
middle school. 


