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By Tanisha G. and Katelyn W.By Tanisha G. and Katelyn W.By Tanisha G. and Katelyn W.By Tanisha G. and Katelyn W.    

    

Laurence is a great school, 
but it’s the staff and spe-
cialists who make it so ex-
traordinary! We interviewed 
some of them to show you 
how they make it such a 

great place to go to school.  

 

Mr. Jacobson (Founding 

Director): 

Q: What is your favorite 

part of your job? 

A: I love walking around 
and seeing the children 
play. I also like seeing and 
going into their classrooms 

to learn. 

 

Mrs. Wolke (Head of 

School): 

Q: What is something inter-
esting about you that peo-

ple may not know about?  

A: As you may know, I love 

children and have two of 
my own in college.  My son, 
Jonny, goes to USC 
(University of Southern Cali-
fornia), and my daughter, 
Becky, goes to Emory Uni-

versity in Atlanta, Georgia.  

 

Mr. Stern (Associate Head 

of School/Principal): 

Q: What do you do in your 

job? 

A: I help create a school 
where children are excited 
about learning. They feel 
safe and happy.  I make 
the school not feel like a 
school. I am part of the Ad-
ministration. Finally, I help 

the Parent Association in 
their financial reporting at 

various events. 

 

Miss Greenwood 
(Administrative/
Communications Assis-

tant): 

Q: What do you do in your 

job? 

A: I assist Mr. Stern with 
anything and everything. I’ll 
be sad to leave him as I 
head off to graduate school 

next year. 

  

Beth Kaplan (Assistant 

Business Manager): 

Q: What do you do in your 

job? 

A: I do many things like 

process payroll and em-

ployee benefits. I process 

billing and invoices, the 

parents’ tuition, and other 

fees. I cut checks and pay 

our vendors. I assist Shawn 

(the school’s Chief Finan-

cial Officer) in putting to-

gether enrollment agree-

ments. I work on annual 

employee packets and con-

tracts and prepare for audi-

tors.  I am part of the 
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A DELIGHTFUL DOSE OF DRAMA 

By Alexander S. and Ava S.By Alexander S. and Ava S.By Alexander S. and Ava S.By Alexander S. and Ava S.    

 

The Laurence School production of 
“Hairspray” was full of zealous mo-
ments!  We went backstage to un-
cover secrets that the audience 
couldn’t see. We interviewed the 
actors and actresses to find out 

their thoughts and feelings.  

 

“Hairspray” is a 60’s story of a 
“pleasantly plump” teenager named 
Tracy Turnblad who wants to score a 
spot on her favorite dance program, 
the “Corny Collins Show.” Eventually 
she meets the teenage heartthrob, 
Link Larkin, who she instantly falls 
“head-over-heels” for. Then things 
get crazy when jealous “mean girl” 
Amber Von-Tussle tries to win link’s 
heart back. Will Tracy keep her man 
and her new spot on the “Corny 
Collins Show” or will Amber rule su-

preme? 

 

Dominique C., 12, 6th grade, (Tracey 

Turnblad): 

Q: As a whole, how did you feel 
about your performance in 

“Hairspray?” 

A: I thought I did amazing. 

Q: How do you think you related to 

your part? 

A: I like to sing (as Tracy does). 

Q: What was your favorite song? 

A: They were “Mama, I’m a Big Girl 
Now” and “Good Morning Balti-

more!” 

 

Ava S., 11, 5th grade, Velma Von 
Tussle is Amber’s evil mother, and 
producer of the “Corny Collins Show” 
who does not want a chubby girl to 

take her daughter’s spotlight. 

 

Q: How did you get everything done, 
like learning lines, choreography, 

etc.? 

A: It took lots of hard work and de-
termination to do it, but we man-

aged. 

 

Q: What would you like to tell the 
“Lightning Striker” about your role in 

“Hairspray?” 

A: Velma Von Tussle is a very deter-
mined young lady… old lady…just 
lady… never mind. She has her own 
opinion and that is good, but she 
can sometimes take things to ex-
tremes trying to get her point 

across. 

 

Q:  What was your favorite song? 

A: My favorite song was the song 

that I was featured in, “Miss Balti-
more Crabs” of course, but i also 
love it because the beat and rhythm 

is fantastic. 

 

Julia S., 11, 5th grade, (Shelly Star-

light Prudy Pingleton), 

Q: How do you think your cast did? 

A: Well, I was in both casts so it was 
fun working with both, and each cast 

has their strong points. 

Jared B., 12, 6th grade (Corny 

Collins) 

Q: Did you enjoy your part in the 

play? 

A: I played Corny Collins. It was fun 

because I got to act like myself. 

 

So there you have it, our school’s 
future actors and actresses. Either 
way, both casts were phenomenal, 
and definitely a delightful dose of 

drama. 

 

By Olivia F.By Olivia F.By Olivia F.By Olivia F.    

 

Do you ever wonder what pet is the 
most popular? I interviewed 50 stu-
dents to see what pets people have.  
Your friends have a lot of great pets. 
Some have dogs, some have cats, 

fish, or even birds!  It 

seems most Laurence students 

have dogs.  See for yourself. The 

results are below: 

 

Dogs = 28 

Cats = 8 

Birds = 5 

Fish = 9 

Dogs really are the most popular 

pet! 

 

WHAT ARE LAURENCES MOST POPULAR PETS? 
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Administration.   Finally,  I help the 
Parent Association in their financial 

reporting at various events. 

 

Maria Calvo (Front Office Coordinator): 

Q: What’s something about your job 

that people may not know about? 

A: For those of you who don’t know, 
the first three years I worked here, I 
was assistant to the business man-
ager, so I dealt with money, contracts, 
etc. Then for the last five years, I’ve 
been working in the Front Office, and I 
am so happy there because I like to 
interact with the students and fami-

lies.  

 

Sandy Stone (Office & Admissions Ad-

ministrator): 

Q: What is your favorite part of your 

job? 

A: My favorite part of my job is having 
the opportunity to talk to and meet 
many new people. I am very lucky to 
be able to share with others my love of 
Laurence and the many wonderful 
things that make our school so spe-
cial, such as our beautiful campus, 
excellent school programs, dedicated 
administrators, faculty, and staff, and 
outstanding students. It is great to be 
able to Represent the “L” each and 

every day. 

 

Melissa Walkes (Health Office Coordi-

nator): 

Q: What’s the most interesting part of 
your job that people may not know 

about? 
A: I’m trying to learn how to do graphic 
art on the computer.  It’s a slow proc-
ess, but it’s fun. 

 
Mrs. Kroopnick (Development Man-

ager): 

Q: What do you do outside of school 

for fun? 

A: I have three kids, and I do a lot of 
things with them. I have a golden re-
triever. I also like walking and taking 

soul cycle classes.  

 

Mr. Wexler (Director of Academic Tech-

nology Services): 

Q: How does your job help Laurence 

School?  

A: We have a rich technology program 
that helps students learn all of their 
core subjects. Students also learn 

important technology skills here.  

 

Mr. Manise/Mrs.Brager (art team): 

Q: How does your job help Laurence 

School? 

A: It decorates the campus and puts a 
great face on Laurence. When visitors 
come here, they can always see really 

nice artwork adorning the school. 

Mrs. Ossorio (art team): 

Q: What’s the most interesting part of 
your job that people may not know 

about? 

A: That I very much like to do any kind 
of art and that art was my major in 

college. 

 

 

Mr. Espino (Spanish): 

Q: What do you do outside of school 
for fun? 
A: Outside of school, I like to read and 
go to the movies. I also like to train for 

marathons and smaller triathlons.  

 

Ms. Wilhelm (music team): 

Q: What do you do outside of school 

for fun?  

A: I sing in an a cappella group, do lots 
of yoga, which I am certified to teach, 

and play soccer.  

 

Coaches: 
Q:  What do you do outside of school 

for fun? 

Servin: I really enjoy spending time 
with my family and my wife, and I take 
my son Rio to the park or the zoo and 

have lots of fun.   

 

Laolagi: I coach a club basketball 
team, and I also referee high school 

basketball.  

 

Ross: I play competitive slow pitch 
softball. I enjoy spending time with my 
wife and son and relaxing on the 

weekends. 

    

Ms. Manalastas (science team): 

Q: What do you do outside of school 

for fun?  

A: I like to travel, and I especially like 

to take road trips.  



 

By Lexie B.By Lexie B.By Lexie B.By Lexie B.    

Do you really know Ms. Crame? This is 
her first year at Laurence, and she is 
loving it so far. I went to house 4B and 
listened to her extraordinary life story. I 
asked questions about her past, what 
she likes to do for fun, and about her 

current job.  

Q: What did you do before you came to 

Laurence? 

A: I worked at Brentwood School, and 
before that I was a publicist for restau-
rants. That means I tried to get my cli-

ents into magazines and newspapers.  

Q: What are some of your favorite hob-

bies? 

A: I like to read, bake, dance, and travel, 

although I wish I could do it all more. 

Q: What do you do most of the time out-

side of school? 

A: I try and visit new restaurants. 

 

Q: What is your favorite part about your 

job? 

A: I like to learn new things from my stu-
dents, co-workers, professional develop-

ment, and more. 

 

Q: What university did you go to and 

why? 

A: I went to the University of Oklahoma. 
They offered me a scholarship, and I fig-
ured they’d give me a great college ex-
perience, especially because of its awe-

some football team. Boomer Sooner! 

 

Q: How did you decide you wanted to 

become a teacher? 

A: In my previous job, my favorite part 
was training and teaching new people. I 
have a lot of friends and family members 
who are teachers, and they really like 
their job. So I decided to switch my job to 

being a school teacher. 

 

Q: How did you find Laurence? 

A: After I graduated from my teaching 

program, I got hired at Brentwood 

School, and I worked with Mrs. Alva. At 

the end of the year, she found a job 

here. Then I applied also, and now we 

get to work at the same school again. 

Thank you, Mrs. Alva! 
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Creative Ms. Crame 

By Chloe S.By Chloe S.By Chloe S.By Chloe S.    

There’s a new awesome teacher at Laur-
ence School, and her name is Mrs. Alva! 
Mrs. Alva teaches second grade. She is 
so nice, and she taught with one of our 
other new teachers, Ms. Crame, before 
coming to Laurence. Mrs. Alva became a 
teacher because she loves working with 

kids.  

 

Q: Where did you go to college and why? 

A: I went to community college for two 
years because I didn’t know where I 
wanted to go to school and didn’t know 

what I wanted to be. Then, after two 
years, I decided I wanted to be a teacher 
and went to Cal State Northridge and 
enrolled in a teacher preparation pro-

gram. 

Q: Do you have any hidden talents? 

A: I’d have to say art because I’m really 

creative. 

 

Q: What’s your favorite subject to teach? 

A: My favorite subject to teach is space 
craft because I love space exploration. I 

think it’s fun to teach to my students. 

 

Q: Who inspires you to teach? 

A: I think I’d have to say President John 

F. Kennedy because he created the 

Peace Corp, and I was in the Peace Corp 

for two years. 

    

Gorgeous New Face on Campus 

By Olek Z. and London H.By Olek Z. and London H.By Olek Z. and London H.By Olek Z. and London H.    

    

We interviewed several fourth graders 

about the Sports Challenge elective.  

  

Q: Is it more fun to play inside or out-

side? 

A: Inside is a winner!!!! 

 

Q: What are your favorite games to play 

in the sports elective? 

A: Our favorite sports are 6 on 6, which is 
a dodge ball game, Mat-ball, and Ulti-

mate Goal. 

Q: How do you feel when you are playing 

these games? 

A: We feel great, amazing, and like we 
are letting all our energy out. We are very 

athletic! We love to play sports! 

 

Who doesn’t love sports, right?! 

Fourth Grade Takes on the Sports Challenge! 



 

By Alexander S.By Alexander S.By Alexander S.By Alexander S.    

 

Have you seen a new smiling face 
walking around Laurence School? It 
might be the new fifth grade teacher, 
Ms. Schubert who hails from Calaba-
sas, CA. Ms. Schubert got her bache-
lor’s degree at University of Califor-
nia, Santa Barbara in Communica-
tions. She also got a Minor in Art His-
tory of Architecture. This lovely lady 
then got her teaching credential at 
California State University, North-
ridge. Currently, she teaches Laur-
ence School fifth graders about 
Global Education and their sister 

country, Liberia.  

 

Q: How do you like Laurence School 

so far? 

A: I absolutely love coming to work 

every day. I have the best students. 

 

Q: What’s your favorite part about 

Global Education? 

A: Well, my favorite part has been 
watching all of you become inspired 
and motivated to help them (our Li-
berian refugee pen pals). I think it is 
important to have a global perspec-
tive, appreciate what you have, and 

find ways to give back. 

    

Q: Have you learned anything that 

has surprised you? 

A: I had to do a lot of research on 
Liberia, and I feel that I’ve gotten as 

much out of it as the students have. 

        

Q: What are some of your hobbies/

pastimes? 

A: I love art, photography, cooking, 
hiking, snowboarding, Pilates, and 

being with my friends and family! 

 

So if you see Ms. Schubert working 

on campus, be sure to say “hello!” 

Remember doctors say, “A smile a 

day, keeps the ‘blues’ at bay!” 
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Meet Miss Schubert 

By Katharine S.By Katharine S.By Katharine S.By Katharine S.    

Third grader, Milla H., is a surfer. 
She’s been surfing for three and 
half years. Every weekend, Milla 
leaves early in the morning to 
drive to Malibu. Over winter and 
spring break, Milla flew to Big 
Bear and Aspen to start snow-
boarding. Now, Milla has been 
snowboarding for one year and 

two months.   

 

Q: Who gave you the idea to start 

surfing and snowboarding? 

A: My mom inspired me to do it.  
She started with me when I be-

gan. 

 

Q: Do you enjoy both of them and 

why? 

A: I love them both! They make 

me feel free. 

 

Q: Do you realize both sports 
have a different climate?  Which 
climate is your favorite?  Sun or 

snow? 

A: Yeah! I like sun better. It makes 

things easier. 

 

Q: What are you better at— surfing 

or snowboarding? 

A: Surfing!  Since I am new to 

snowboarding, surfing is easier 

for me. 

 

Q: Do you recommend surfing or 

snowboarding more? 

A: Surfing! It has more of a flow 

and is easier! 

 
Q: Have you ever been hurt? 
A.I lost a tooth surfing and 
sprained my ankle snowboarding. 
 
Q: Have you ever competed 
against anyone? 
A: Nope! But, I am going to start 

this year.         

Super Surfer/Snowboarder Extraordinaire Milla H. 
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Favorite Trip Choices 

By Lexie B.By Lexie B.By Lexie B.By Lexie B.    

 

I interviewed 50 students in the 
third through sixth grades on what 
they think the coolest travel destina-

tion is. Here are the results: 

 

Hawaii -  18 

Europe -  11 

New York -  10 

Mexico -  8 

Asia -  3 

And... Hawaii is the winner!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I would love to go to Hawaii be-
cause I think it would be a great ex-
perience for my first time on an is-
land. I have also heard that Hawaii 
is very relaxing,” said Katie G. (third 

grade). 

 

I would love to go to Europe or Asia 
personally, but I have been to New 

York many times, and I loved it! 

By Emery G.By Emery G.By Emery G.By Emery G.    

Get ready for something exciting! In sci-

ence class, have you ever had a totally 

blank expression on your face? Do you 

tune out everything except for the quiet 

sounds of the animals? Do you ever wish 

that you had a recess just dedicated to 

animal care?  

Well, maybe you can soon! When you’re 

in the fourth grade, you get to take care 

of the animals in the science lab! On 

your free time, you can go to the science 

lab to feed the animals. Not only that, 

but also, you can play with them. Even 

the people who aren’t assigned to an 

animal are welcome to join.   

Spike can sit on your chest, while the 

fire belly toads jump in your hands. You 

can even feed them if you’re not too 

grossed out by meal worms! If you are 

brave, you can hold the tarantula. I’ve 

held Godzilla multiple times! However, 

the lizard, Spot, is a biter. To see how 

well the fire belly toads can swim, put 

them in the water! It’s fun to see them  

race.  

Did you know that one of the toads is 

pregnant? She will have at least 50 ba-

bies! All of these creatures have amaz-

ing stories behind them. I can’t tell you 

all of them, so If you want to find out 

more about these fascinating animals, 

go visit them! 

    

THE ANIMAL EXTRAVAGANZA 

By Sam C.By Sam C.By Sam C.By Sam C.    

 

What’s your favorite theme park? 
Disneyland, Six Flags, or Lego Land? 
I asked 54 people (both students 
and teachers) to name their favorite 
theme park, and I got BIG results! 
Also, I was surprised with the an-
swers  I received! Overwhelmingly, 

the favorite was… 

 

Disneyland: 19 

Six Flags: 18 

Universal Studios: 10 

Lego Land: 5 

Knotts Berry Farm: 0 

 

I 

guess Disneyland really IS the happi-

est place on Earth! 

 

Which Park Amuses You Most? 



 

By Alexander S.By Alexander S.By Alexander S.By Alexander S.    

 

As you very well should know, our 
Laurence sixth graders and soon-to- 
be alumni are leaving for middle 
school. Amidst tests, Kids’ Court, and 
graduation ceremony rehearsals, 
they have been very busy, but they 
took a moment to tell us about their 

favorite Laurence memories. 

 

Recently, the sixth graders presented 
a mock trial to Laurence. The trial 
was called The County of Laurence v. 
Captain E. J. Smith. Captain Smith, 

the Captain of the Titanic, was being 
tried for sinking the ship. The stu-
dents’ performance was out-of-the-
park amazing. So what did the sixth 

grade think? 

 

“It was so much fun! We had such a 
blast! It was an incredible experi-

ence!”- Jordan G.   

 

“It was great!” – Olivia D.  

 

“Yeah, it was fun!”- Jake R. 

 

And now for some others’ perspec-

tives: 

 

“I loved it!” - Emery G., fourth grade 

 

“I thought Kids’ Court was awe-

some!” Sam C., third grade 

“I really liked the characters.” Cam-

eron S., fourth grade 

 

“It was the first time I had seen it. It 
was funny, and both sides gave good 

arguments.” Ms. Crame, 

fourth grade teacher 

 

Following Kids’ Court, unfortunately, 
comes graduation. What do the sixth 
graders think about going their sepa-

rate ways? 

 

“We’re like a family.” - Olivia D 

 

“I’ll miss my Laurence friends, but 
some of them are coming to my mid-

dle school.” - Jordan G. 

 

So let’s say goodbye to our future 

alumni! 
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Goodbye, Graduates 

Menchie’s Madness comes to Laurence 

By Lexie B.By Lexie B.By Lexie B.By Lexie B.    

I interviewed Student Government 
member, Zachary D., (third grade), 
on what happened on May 15, 
2013. Well...Menchie’s came to 
Laurence School for a fundraiser, 
and we made $479.00 for the Boys 
and Girls Club!!!!  This program 
helps kids with disabilities or those 

who can’t afford after-school care.    

 

Zachary said, “The Boys and Girls 

Club has an amazing program, and I 
enjoyed this great experience. Laur-
ence had a great success with 
Menchie’s, and I was proud to be a 

part of it.” 

 

When asked about the fundraiser, 
Zachary said, “I was glad to help out 
and be a part of Student Govern-
ment and the fundraiser for 
Menchie’s. My favorite flavor was 
chocolate and vanilla swirl. I also 

think that it was the most popular.” 

I personally had cookies n’ cream 
yogurt, and it was delicious! I hope 
everyone enjoyed Menchie Mad-

ness! 

By Ryan M.By Ryan M.By Ryan M.By Ryan M.    

    

Laurence School students have three 
favorite sports. I’ve been surveying 
the school, and they are soccer, foot-
ball, and basketball. I myself like soc-
cer. And, it seems like I’m not the 
only one. Fellow students also like it. 

These are the results out of the 53 

students polled: 

  

Soccer: 36 

Basketball: 10 

Football: 7 

 
It seems like soccer scored the big-

gest goal! 

SPORTS OVERLOAD 



 

By Emery G.By Emery G.By Emery G.By Emery G.    

 

Do you like contests?  Electronics?  
Programming?  Then you will love my 
story about robots!  The fifth graders 

had a robot contest.  I bet you’re con-
fused.  “What’s a robot contest?” you 

might be thinking.  Well, I’ll tell you.   

 

The fifth graders built and pro-
grammed robots to do amazing 
things. They made them go forward 
exactly one foot, follow a black line, 
stop at a black line, draw a dot, shoot 

a basket, and so much more! 

 

“My favorite thing that the robots can 
do is solve problems that real people 
have to solve in real life, such as put-

ting out the trash,” said fifth grader, 

Ava S. 

 

When I asked another fifth grader to 
show me her robot, her face lit up.  
She was so excited to show me.  I 
can tell that the fifth graders had 

loads of fun with their robots. 

 

    “We treat our robots like babies be-
cause we worked so hard on them,” 

said fifth grader, Alexander S. 

Page 8  

Ja      
Volume 5 ,  Issue 2  

Mechanical Mayhem 

The Junkiest Food in Town 

By Iona M. and Sierra S.By Iona M. and Sierra S.By Iona M. and Sierra S.By Iona M. and Sierra S.    

When you’re feeling down, and 
you’re not in the mood, of course you 
want to eat some junk food! That’s 
right Laurence kids. We surveyed 50 
children to find out which artery-
clogging, greasy, fatty food ruled su-

preme. The tallies were: 

 

Fries: 31- Ultimate GRAND Supreme- Hamburger: 13- OKAY… 

Onion Rings: 6– DEFEATED 

 

Well, there you have it. FRIES rule 

the school! Sorry, ONION RINGS. You 

just weren’t fatty enough! 

By Ava S. and Alexander S.By Ava S. and Alexander S.By Ava S. and Alexander S.By Ava S. and Alexander S.    

Have you ever bitten into an Oreo ® 

and wondered what part you liked 

better, the cookie or the créme? Do 

you ever pull an Oreo ® apart and 

bite into the gooey-white center? We 

conducted 65 interviews with both 

students and teachers and found out 

that the crème center in the middle 

of Oreo®’s chocolate cookies is far 

more well-liked by Laurence kids, 

taking 66% (39/65) of the overall 

votes.   

Surprisingly though, the teachers en-

joy the chocolaty cookie much more 

than the “crèmey” center, casting all 

26 of their votes in favor of the 

chocolate part. So, next time you in-

dulge in this tasty treat, think about 

which you like better, the crème or 

the cookie? 

By Chloe S.By Chloe S.By Chloe S.By Chloe S.    

I went around campus asking people 

what their favorite type of cookie is. 

The choices were Chocolate Chip, 

Snicker Doodle, Sugar, and Oatmeal 

Raisin. I asked 50 people and the 

winner is… SNICKERDOODLE!  

 

Cookie Vs. Créme       Cookie Monster 


